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“Behold, I am making all things new” (Rev. 21:5). This is the verse from the Word of God which 

you were inspired to adopt, not just as some nice slogan to print on banners and booklets I’m 

certain, but as a spiritual motivation and guide to accompany you throughout the preparation 

stages of this Chapter, up until this moment - and beyond. It is a Word from the Lord which is 

filled with encouragement and hope: “I am making all things new”. And in the verses which follow 

in this text, we hear these words: “What I am saying is trustworthy and will come true….It has 

already happened.” God’s Word is effective; it happens, it creates, it renews! And in God’s 

mysterious plan – not ours – it has already happened. What God intends for us has already been 

achieved. So, we can ask: What are we doing here? What is our task? Instead, the questions 

which remain to be asked are: How have we listened? How have we cooperated with God’s plan? 

How have we surrendered our plans to God’s will? 

As we begin this Chapter, I want us to be reminded that we come together as disciples of Jesus 

in the mission of the kingdom of God. We are about God’s work and God’s plans, not our own. 

We must yield to God who is the One in control of our destiny. And so, our task is to listen 

prayerfully and to propose inspired vision and actions in light of the signs of the times, and in 

the context of our vocation and specific mission in the church as Passionists. So often we are 

tempted to take charge and create our own grand plans which, sometimes, either does not touch 

the reality of our situation or fails to address what we need in ourselves in order to give prophetic 

witness in community life.  

I believe that every Chapter is a time of renewal. It is a ‘kairos’ moment of grace and an 

opportunity filled with God’s plans to be discovered and exposed. It is not principally about ‘doing 

new things’ focused on our work, but it is about ME becoming new, ME being re-created, ME 

taking on the mind and heart of Christ. Furthermore, this Chapter is being celebrated in the 

liturgical season of Lent which is about renewal, and as such we are currently ‘on the journey’ 

committed to the process of rejecting sinful ways and placing ourselves more and more under 

the influence of Christ. 

The Lenten readings today remind us at the beginning of this Chapter to “remember the mercies 

of the Lord” (Resp. Ps.). This is at the heart of renewal: to remember and beg for God’s mercy. 

However, we can only do this when we admit our sinfulness and know the experience of shame 

– being stripped of our self-importance and self-reliance and, like Azariah in the first reading, ask 

the Lord for a “contrite heart and humble spirit” to trust more deeply and depend more wholly 

on God.   

As we “remember the mercies of the Lord”, the Gospel proclaimed to us today speaks of 

forgiveness - received and given. We know that sincere forgiveness (“forgiving from the heart”) 

is a great challenge, so much so that we often choose to live with unforgiveness and without 



reconciliation. But living with unforgiveness robs us of a sense of joy and peace and becomes an 

obstacle to the grace of God. Choosing to live in this way makes our hearts remain hard and 

closed preventing any intervention from God. Thus, no renewal is possible without forgiveness. 

Yet, as we gather in the mission of the kingdom of God, the Gospel parable today teaches that 

forgiveness is a critical attribute of that mission. It consists of: understanding, being patient, 

having pity, being moved with compassion, letting go free, cancelling debts and starting anew. 

Whereas, unforgiveness consists in: demanding restitution, refusal to understand, violence, 

revenge, pay back and keeping bound (unfree). 

To be forgiving requires of us a “contrite heart and humble spirit” in the way we relate with God 

in prayer and with our brothers and sisters in community and ministry. I believe this is closely 

connected with the three areas of focus chosen for this Chapter: prophecy (speaking the truth), 

community life (relating in truth), and witness (living the truth). 

Like Azariah, let us ask the Lord during this Chapter for a “contrite heart and humble spirit”. This 

gift places us not in a position of power, but in a stance of weakness, so that we can rightly be 

disposed throughout this Chapter to listen prayerfully, to beg for “the mercies of God”, and to 

discover in this ‘kairos’ moment the grace-filled opportunities for the Province awaiting us in 

God’s plan. 

“Behold, I am making all things new…it has already happened” (Rev. 21:5,6). 
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